                                                                                           1

                                                                                                                   3










12 Years a Slave 
Student’s Name:
Institutional Affiliation:
Course:
Tutor:
Date:








12 Years a Slave 
Synopsis 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	12 Years a Slave is a biographical drama film that was released in 2013. This film is a representation of the slave memoir titled “12 Years a Slave” as written by Solomon Northup (Internet Movie Database, 2013). Northup was born a free man in New York However, he was kidnapped and sold as a slave. He worked for 12 years in the Louisiana plantation before being released. The film was written and directed by John Ridley and Steve McQueen respectively. The main characters in the film include Chiwetel Ejiofor as Solomon Northup, Paul Dano, Michael Fassbender, Brad Pitt, and Lupita Nyongo among others (Internet Movie Database, 2013). The film was shot in Louisiana. 
Ethical Issues 
	Different ethical issues and dilemmas are portrayed in the film. The violation of human dignity is an ethical issue that has been brought up in the film. Northup portrays how slavery and racism led to the violation of the dignity of African Americans. For example, the slave owners in Louisiana felt the need to strip African Americans of their rights (Internet Movie Database, 2013). African Americans were not only frightened but also forced to work hard and know their place in society. The film shows how African Americans experienced abuse and violence (Internet Movie Database, 2013). The abuse by the slave owners created fear. 
Character 
	Northup is one of the main characters in the film. When Northup arrived in Washington DC, he did not know that he was to be sold to slavery. After being delivered to a slave pen, he indicated that he was a free man. This resulted in beating and leather strapping (Internet Movie Database, 2013). As he is being shipped to New Orleans, Northup is told that to survive, he should not state that he is a free man. The threats that Northup encounters in an attempt to fight for his rights as a free man make him cower when he faces cruel treatment from the slave owner and other masters. He has no choice but to face the ethical injustices. 
What would you do?
	If I faced the same ethical dilemma as the characters in the film, I would handle it in different ways. First, I will try to reach a consensus with the individual that is responsible for my dilemma. In this case, I would tell the slave owner about the importance of treating me in the right way. For example, I should not be whipped or left hanging on my tiptoes. If this fails, then I would fight for my rights. I would do whatever it takes to ensure that I do not face cruel treatment. This is because staying in the situation portrayed in the film is the same as dying. 
Concepts 
	Two main concepts that have been illustrated in the film are racism, and truth and justice. Racism is an issue that has contributed to the violation of human dignity. In the United States today, racism is still contributing to the violation of human dignity. In the film, racism is what contributes to the violation of the human dignity of African Americans (Internet Movie Database, n. d.). Truth and justice are two concepts that are highly related. Without the truth, there can be no justice. However, in the film, truth prevents slaves from getting the justice they deserve (Internet Movie Database, n. d.). They are forced to lie to survive. 
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